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Update from Cedar Rapids (August 14, 2008) 
 

It amazes me how generous people are!  One lady apologized that she couldn’t send more.  How very, 
very dear of her. Thank you everyone. 
  
Dehumidifiers and fans are running to keep this awful humidity down in the building.  We're having an 

architect look at it and see what his 
assumptions are.  And then there's the 
delay with the city making the decision for 
whether the city will let us renovate.  We're 
still considered to be in the flood plain. 
  
We are still waiting to hear from the gym 
clubs in town if they have floor time that 
they could rent to us so we can start 
classes in September. 
  
We are proceeding with recovering the 
vault table, pommel horse and beams.  
And checking with one member’s “college 
buddies” to see if he can give us a deal on 
mats. 
  
A committee has located a building for 
sale that would be nice – Although some 

remodeling and upgrading would have to take place to have it accommodate our gymnastics classes and 
hall functions. 
 
Fundraising ideas are developing.    

New Mailing Address:  PO Box 10852, Cedar Rapids, I A  52410-0852 
We are having the phone go to a voice mail answering system, which is checked. 
  
We are planning a Unit picnic on Aug 24th and inviting the students and parents to attend so we can let 
them know what's been going on and what our plans are.  Our building deed was recovered from our 
Safety Deposit box (which was also flooded) and has been sent with items from the Museum for 
“freezing". 
  
Rudolph Novak's (Olympic athlete) Sokol uniform has been cleaned and is being stored at the hall ON 
THIRD FLOOR!!!!  We have cancelled our Building's 100th Birthday Bash and hope to have a Grand Re-
opening celebration instead.  We are expecting a visit from the Counsellar of the CZ Embassy out of 
Washington DC on August 20.  He'll be visiting the Museum also. 
  
  
– Allison Gerber, Sokol Cedar Rapids 
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Central District Celebrates With The City Of Berwyn, Illinois 
Submitted by: Christina Curran-Wurst, Central District Marketing and Communications Director 

 
The Central District celebrated with the City of 
Berwyn on their Centennial milestone. Festivities 
took place at Windsor Plaza/Morton West High 
School parking lot from Wednesday, June 18 
through Sunday, June 22, 2008. The Central 
District had a performance time slot on opening 
night to show the public what Sokol has to offer. 
The performance schedule included: 
 

·  “Sokol Fit Club” – Sokol Tabor Junior Girls 
Special Number 

·  Apparatus Demo – Tots and Youth 
performed on low beam, bars and floor ex 

·  “Jump Jive & Wail” – Tumbling 
demonstration by Sokol Tabor Junior Girls 

·  “Diamond for II’s” – Sokol Spirit Senior II 
Co-ed Class Special Number 

·  “The Mazurka” - Impromptu demonstration 
with the crowd to learn a Czech dance. 

·  “Let Loose” – Central District Juniors and 
Seniors performed the All Sokol Special 
Number for the 2009 Slet in Fort Worth. 

 
There was a large, enthusiastic crowd which 
provided a thunderous round of applause at the 
conclusion of each performance. We were honored 
to be a part of this milestone event. 
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Dear Friends of the Miss Czech Slovak US Pageant,  
  
The 22nd annual MISS CZECH-SLOVAK USA 
PAGEANT  is now history. As with each pageant 
there are many highlights stemming from all the 
contestants. Speech eloquence, poise and 
appearance and personality were outstanding among 
all 12 contestants.  
 
The pageant was held at the Wilber Outdoor Theater 
in the heart of beautiful Wilber, NE.  Twelve 
contestants competed for the title of Miss Czech 
Slovak USA. The contestants were evaluated on four 
categories: Private Interview, Introduction and 
Interview, Costume Modeling and Talent 
presentation.  It was a warm weekend filled with 
many memories and excellent competition. The level 
of professionalism was outstanding.   
  
Sandy Ptak of Anchorage, Alaska was crowned 
2008-09 Miss Czech Slovak United States, along with 
winning Miss Congeniality, Oratory and Grand Talent 
Winner. Sandy will be a senior at Portland State 
University in Portland, OR. With the title Sandy will 
receive $1500 cash, $2500 towards a trip to the 
Czech or Slovak Republic and a special $250 special 
scholarship award and much more. Christy Kessler of 
Choctaw, OK was 1st Runner Up and Talent Runner 
Up. Maria Cox of Stillwater, MN won 2nd Runner Up. 
Kelissa Kersenbrock of Ellsworth, KS won 
Americanized Kroj.  Shandra Korbelik of Fairmont, 
NE won Authentic Kroj. Sarah Nutt of Phillips, WI 
received the Spirit of Czech/Slovak Heritage award. 
Olivia Buydos of Seven Hills, OH received the Sokol 
talent routine award.  
 
As of August 4, 2009 pageant name and title has 
changed to Miss Czech Slovak United States (US).  
Please see our website 
www.missczechslovakUS.com for more information.  
If you are interested in competing in the 2009 Miss 
Czech Slovak US pageant, please contact me or see 
our website for complete rules and regulations.  
 
I look forward to the Miss Czech Slovak US 2009 
pageant July 31, and August, 1 and 2, 2009 held 
during the National Czech Festival of Wilber, 
Nebraska. 

MaryElizabeth Lackey 
Miss Czech Slovak US Pageant Director, 

mary_eliza@yahoo.com  
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�
For the most up-to-date details visit www.slet2009. com 

�
 
Nazdar Y'all!!!! 
 
"The Big Texas Slet will be here sooner than a Rattlers bite!!!" We want all Y'all to share your 
fondest memories of past Sokol events! So come on Y'all! ........Find some old photos of you and 
yer friends on the trail drive to other Sokol events. This is gonna be a Big'n and we want a lot of 
you to show us what fun you had at other Slets. So send us some photos, portions of yer videos 
and even some art that you've made in honor of the Slet.  
 
It's easy to do, Just go to our Website: www.Slet2009.com Then view the Photo Gallery and 
Video Gallery Page, then go to Art Gallery click on submit art to: romeparis@aol.com  
 
Hey!!! Your art might be asked to be used at the Slet. There will be lot's of artists completing 
works that commemorate the event. Submit yours today.  
 
We also want to announce that a My Space page is being set up for Sokol Slim and Talon the 
Falcon. 

Nazdar Y'all! 
SOKOL SLIM 
"It's gonna be fun" 

 

Sokol Town of Lake 
Celebrates 120 Years 

The celebration will be held September 14, 
2008.  The social starts at 12:30 p.m. with a 

cash bar and luncheon at 1:30 p.m. The 
event includes a short program, luncheon 

and music.  Invitations have been sent, but 
all are welcome.  The cost of the family 
style luncheon is $35.  For additional 

information, please contact Sister Mildred 
Mentzer at 773-779-1272. 

 
 
 

NEW ADDRESS FOR EDITOR 
PLEASE NOTE 

 
916 Lawnview Avenue 
Shoreview, MN 55126 

 
Email   Editor@American-Sokol.org 
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Pages 7-10 are specifically designed to be a benefit to the Gymnastics programs of American Sokol.   
Please pull, copy and distribute to your participants as you see fit.�

 
Kandi Pajer – 117 Oakland Grove – Elmhurst, IL 6012 6 
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1st Row:  Steve Wise, Peter Lattanzio, Jane Wise, Jessica Burns, Mary Cushing, Gretchen Vencl,  
               Heidi Vencl, Kevin Fitzpatrick-Instructors 
2nd Row:  Stephanie Herlihy, Erica Bent, Savannah Quintanar, Bibiana Murcko, Frank Tudisco,  
               Mary Bajek, Moises Rivera,  Cindy Stevens, Kati Payne, Alyssa Kuncl, Amanda Goda 
3rd Row:  Alyssa Carlozzi, Alix Wilt, Rebecca Schoepke, Hallie Soulides, David Gurreri, Brittany Winkelman,  
               Caroline Stanko, Brittney Collett, Caleb Conrad 
4th Row:  Danielle Hedderman, Anne Marie Suchanek, Danny Bajek, Shaun Scott, Zeke Scott,  
               Ryan Breidenbach,  Brett Newcomer,  James Powers,  Jane Malina 
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